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ished, the religious orders had fallen back
after Cardinal Cusa's reform. These evils
were aggravated by the weakness of the
Empire, sunk under Maximilian to its lowest
ebb. At Rome, in a world of art and luxury,
political intrigue was always rampant; but
no court official studied the German problem
or could have gained a glimpse of what the
Renaissance on that side of the Alps foreboded.
Tetzel, whom Luther's propositions assailed
point-blank, was supported by his own
order, the Dominicans. Accordingly, one
Dominican, Prierias, " Master of the Sacred
Palace,'* replied to Luther; and a second,"
Cardinal Cajetan, cross-examined him at
Augsburg (October, 1518). Cajetan's proce-
dure involved the Holy See where Tetzel
alone had been compromised. Miltitz, who
came next, put the Dominican preacher aside
and granted the fact of abuse. John Eck
argued against Luther's appeal to a Council
He took the whole case to Rome, and he
assisted in drafting the Bull, <c Exurge
Domine," by which forty-one Lutheran
theses were condemned and their author was
excommunicated (June 15, 1520),

By this time, events had come to pass which1
determined the future of Germany and of